
9th Grade Literature and Composition Syllabus
Jefferson County High School

Ms. Oraleethia Morgan
Fall 2020

Google Classroom class codes and links:
First period: 6vz5w7i
First period link: https://classroom.google.com/u/1/c/MTIxOTA1MjE1NTEx

Second period: txwnod7
Second period link: https://classroom.google.com/u/1/c/MTQxNjEyNzk2MjY5

Remind App class code:
First period: https://www.remind.com/join/g798k4
Second period: https://www.remind.com/join/a8dg8f3

Office Hours: MON-THURS 8:30-1:30 and/or FRI by appointment
Planning Period: Spring 2020 1:55-3:25 pm Fall 2021 8:30-10:05 am
Email: morgano@jefferson.k12.ga.us
Room: A2

Course description:
This course is designed to provide learners with the understanding of basic reading 
comprehension skills, argument, informational/expository and narrative writing skills needed in 
order to be exceptionally skilled thinkers. This course is divided into four thematic units:

Introduction Unit: The Basics
Writing 101
Texts: electronic handout (day 1)
This handout will explore writing and grammar basics such as punctuation, grammar, 
capitalization, sentence construction and variability and commonly misused words.

Argument Writing
Texts: Writing prompt
This mini lesson will cover the basics of argument writing: extended response and constructed 
response. As well as rhetorical appeals.

Narrative Writing
Texts: Writing Prompt
This mini lesson will explore the elements of narrative writing which include character, VIVID 
sensory details, point of view, plot, etc.

Unit 1: Conformity and American Culture

https://classroom.google.com/u/1/c/MTIxOTA1MjE1NTEx
https://classroom.google.com/u/1/c/MTQxNjEyNzk2MjY5
https://www.remind.com/join/g798k4
https://www.remind.com/join/a8dg8f3
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Texts: The Geeks Shall Inherit the Earth, My English, House on Mango Street
This unit explores elements of conformity and its role in obtaining the American Dream. In this 
unit, students will define conformity, diversity and the American Dream through various pieces 
of literature. The goal of this unit is to provide a clear understanding of rhetorical appeals in 
literature and the real world, argument writing, narrative writing, character, point of view, poetry 
and basic reading comprehension.

Unit 2: Knowing Your Fate
Texts: Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow, There Will Come Soft Rains, Harrison Bergeron, 
The Hunger Games
This unit explores the fate of society at the hands of technology and environmental decay at the 
hands of human error, and an eventual rise to a dystopian society. The goal of this unit is to 
provide a clear understanding of theme: learners will be able to identify and analyze multiple 
themes and describe their development over the course of a text. Learners will also form 
conclusions and connect similar themes across multiple texts. Learners will properly cite textual 
information when necessary.

Unit 3: A Hero's Journey
Texts: The Odyssey
This unit will explore classical literature and illuminate the archetypal hero's journey in Homer's 
The Odyssey. In this unit we will make textual connections to contemporary texts in various 
mediums.

Unit 4: Forbidden Love
Texts: Romeo and Juliet
This unit explores the woes of forbidden love. We will explore William Shakespeare's tragedy, 
Romeo and Juliet and make textual connections to contemporary texts in various mediums. 
 

Expectations:
As a JCHS Warrior, you are expected to be respectful, responsible and ready. You are expected to 
work to the best of your ability, everyone's best may look different, that's ok, you do the best you 
can do and I will help you with the rest. I expect each learner to communicate with me if and 
when they need help. Also, I expect learners to complete assignments for each marking period. 
WE CAN DO THIS! You’re not alone.
As your instructor, I will lead to the best of my ability and provide a welcoming, productive, 
organized learning environment both virtually and in-person.

Attendance:
Zoom meetings are MANDATORY. If you cannot attend a Zoom meeting, please notify the 
instructor at least 60 minutes before the scheduled meeting. If you have a job, please notify the 
instructor of any conflicting schedules. Zoom meetings are considered class participation and 
failure to report will result in a low participation grade. 



Materials:
Create accounts for the following:
NOTE: ALL USERNAMES MUST BE Class period, Last name, First Initial Example: 
1MorganO

1. Google Classroom 

2. Zoom 

3. Remind App this app is available for Android and Apple users in the app store 

4. Common Lit www.commonlit.org  

5. (You will be invited into) USA Test Prep 

All reading materials will be available electronically. 

Assignments:
SUBMIT ALL ASSIGNMENTS IN GOOGLE CLASSROOM UNLESS OTHERWISE 
STATED. Make sure to â€œTURN INâ€ assignments, DO NOT SHARE them with me.
Google classroom turn in tutorial:Â 

Grading Scale:
A- 100-90%
B- 89-80%
C- 79-70%
F- 69-60%

Participation: 15%
Formative Assessments: 20%
Summative Assessments: 25%
Nine Weeks Exam: 20%
EOC Exam: 20%
NOTE: Some assignments may be weighted, meaning they may count 2-3 times.

Missing or Late Assignments:
PLEASE: Turn in assignments on time. Adhere to the assignment due dates listed on the calendar 
below. THIS CALENDAR WILL BE UPDATED WITH DUE DATESâ€¦ PLEASE PAY 
ATTENTION TO ANNOUNCEMENTS.

MISSING: If an assignment is not complete by the appropriate marking period, the grade will 
result in a score of 0-50%. It is imperative that you complete or attempt any and all assignments. 

http://www.commonlit.org/


If you need additional support, please contact the instructor during his/her office hours or if you 
have a conflicting schedule, you may schedule a time to contact.
LATE: FIVE POINTS will be deducted, per day, for any late assignments.


